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ought then to aid it in every way, and to be sure that
this peace will be of more service to you than any-
thing which the allies may now promise you. Their
promises are evidently fallacious; the day when you
shall give yourself up to them will have no morrow
for you, because then they will have no interest in
sparing you, and they will covet for themselves or for
their families the possession of the most beautiful
country in Europe. Your existence, my dear brother,
is certainly bound up with the Imperial dynasty of
France. If the Bourbons could reappear in France,
do you think that you would long retain Naples?
However, fortune has changed, and the allies are now
the stronger; but if all the Princes of the Emperor's
family, if all Frenchmen follow my example, the
balance will soon be restored, peace will be made, and
the different States consolidated. This requires that
you reject every other feeling, and that you throw
yourself, with the noble enthusiasm for the right that
distinguishes you, on the side of duty, of honor."

Alas! why did not Murat, the champion of the
Revolution, the first cavalry officer in Europe, the
embodiment of bravery, the hero of legend, listen to
the patriotic advice of Joseph? He might have
united his forces with those of Prince Eugene and
have attacked the invasion in the rear; he would have
saved the Empire and France; he would have died
on the throne, covered with glory, instead of being
shot! But what did he do? He joined with Aus-
tria, and declared war against France; he invaded the